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BROWNFIELD REDEVELOPMENT FUNDS SUCCESSFULLY BEING UTILIZED IN 

HAMILTON COUNTY FOR THE SECOND YEAR IN A ROW  

 

(Noblesville, IN)….In 2012, a coalition consisting of the City of Noblesville along with the Towns of 

Sheridan and Arcadia partnered with Soil and Materials Engineers, Inc. (SME) to apply for a $400,000 

United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Brownfield Redevelopment Assessment grant.  

The grant was approved and the coalition and SME are now in the second year of implementation.  The 

purpose of this grant funding has been and is to provide for assessments of brownfield areas.  The EPA 

defines “brownfield” as real property—the expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of which may be 

complicated by the presence or potential presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant, or contaminant.  

Knowledge of any such environmental issues helps facilitate future redevelopment or reuse of an affected 

area.    

 Under SME’s management, the following are redevelopment projects that have taken place in the 

coalition communities in the past two years thanks to the funding from the grant: 

 Assessment of the former Noblesville Foundry building  

 Two new proposed housing projects with the Hamilton County Area Neighborhood  

 Development (HAND) in Noblesville 

 Assessment of properties at the future West Gateway Park in Noblesville 

 Assessment of property to expand Biddle Park in Sheridan 

 Assessment of property for the Boys and Girls Club of Noblesville 

 The Town of Cicero recently joined the coalition of Noblesville, Sheridan, and Arcadia, and a 

brownfield area within Cicero town limits is currently being assessed.  



 The success of the assessment conducted on the former Noblesville Foundry building is an 

excellent example of the ultimate goal for brownfield redevelopment across the country.  According to ID 

Castings, t h e  n e w  o w n e r  o f  t h e  F o u n d r y  p r o p e r t y ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  how well 

Noblesville's Economic Development team and SME worked with them to meet their objectives, one of 

the reasons they chose the Noblesville Foundry property was the availability of brownfield funding to 

assist them in evaluating the environmental conditions at the site.  ID Castings has now committed to 

invest more than $20 million in upgrades at the facility as well as retain more than 25 jobs and create 

future jobs in Noblesville.   

“As an organization, our leadership and team members are committed to ecological and 

environmentally friendly practices in all endeavors.  We are so pleased with and encouraged by the 

support and cooperation of our local governmental agencies,” said John Kelley, Plant Engineer at ID 

Castings.  “Mayor John Ditslear and the City of Noblesville serve as wonderful partners in our 

journey to build a world-class foundry on our community’s near southside.”  Mayor Ditslear added, 

“The importance of this brownfield grant funding in helping to further advance redevelopment 

efforts in Noblesville, Sheridan, Arcadia, and Cicero cannot be stressed enough.  Cooperation 

between our municipalities, combined with SME’s experience and guidance, is proving to be a very 

effective process for our communities.” 

About SME 

Soil and Materials Engineers, Inc. helps build a better world with innovative, practical and 

sustainable solutions for the natural and built environments through geotechnical, environmental, and 

materials consulting and design services ranging from the American Midwest to Asia and South 

America.   SME’s extensive experience includes providing Brownfield redevelopment consulting, 

along with pavement engineering, roof design, facility assessments, geotechnical engineering 

evaluations, environmental assessments and more.  The firm is consistently recognized for its 

pioneering work in transforming old, blighted and contaminated sites into healthy, productive, 

sustainable and enjoyable new uses that contribute to communities.  For more information, visit 

www.sme-usa.com. 

 

About The City of Noblesville 

As the seat of Hamilton County government, the City of Noblesville’s origins date back to the 

early 1800’s.  With over 52,000 residents, Noblesville offers a rich combination of residential, business, 

educational, and cultural opportunities.  Noblesville was chosen as one of Money magazine’s 100 Best 

Places To Live in America, was named the tenth best community in America in the book Best Places To 

Raise Your Family by author Bert Sperling, and was chosen as one of the top five places to retire in the 

United States in a column by personal finance writer Liz Weston.  For more information, please visit 

www.cityofnoblesville.org. 
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